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‘Uncle Ray’, as long-time boxing trainer Ray Dennis is 
affectionately known by many far and wide, celebrated his 86th 
birthday at his favourite spot, in his favourite pub, watching the 

sunset with great friends who were there to spoil him just a little 
last month. Ray has trained and prepared many a boxer, male and 

female, in his time on Palm Island since the 1990s - see some 
recent history on page 2, with pics from 2009-2017 below with 

thanks to his great mate Alf Wilson. 

Happy Birthday  Happy Birthday  
Uncle Ray!Uncle Ray!
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ABOVE: Astrid Bligh, Marlene Robertson, Cyndell Pryor & Catherine Williams. Sitting 
Ray Sambo and William Landers. NEXT PAGE BELOW LEFT: Alf Lacey, Marcia Law, 

Lisa Law & Ray Sambo. INSET: Telita Reuben. BELOW RIGHT: Annique Jones.

Ray Sambo and Telita Ruben from 
the Australian Electoral Commission 
(AEC) visited Palm Island late last 
year to thank staff who worked hard 
at the Federal Election in May 2022.
Mr Sambo said it was great to 

see 100% local Indigenous people 
working at the polling booth.
“Voters feel more comfortable 

when they come to vote and see 
familiar faces,” he said.
He also thanked Cr Andrea Kyle 

Sailor, who took on the role of 
Officer in Charge, and other staff 

Electoral commission meets local partners
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Palm Island Barracudettes won 12-6 over Thumpmul last month as part of the 
curtain raiser to the Legends of League game. Pic: Telstan Sibley.

Palm Island Palm Island 
BarracudettesBarracudettes

including Merlene Robertson, 
Astrid Bligh, Catherine Landers, 
William Landers, Cyndell Pryor 
and Olive Puttaburra.
“It was good to see the team 

consisting of young and older 
polling officials, with special 
mention of the one male William 
Landers,” he said. “All staff said 
they enjoyed the experience and 
were keen to work again.”
He said partnerships with 

Rainbow Gateway and the 
Indigenous Consumer Advice 
Network (ICAN) would further 
assist the community.

“Rainbow Gateway can assist 
community members complete 
and update their enrolment 
details and provide other 
electoral information on behalf 
of the Australian Electoral 
Commission,” he said.  “If you 
are unsure if you are enrolled, 
please visit the friendly staff 
at Rainbow Gateway and they 
can assist you – remember you 
can’t have a say on who is your 
elected representative if you are 
not on the electoral roll. 
“This applies to all levels of 

Government - Federal, State 

and Local Governments, and 
Referendums.”
He said they also met with 

ICAN staff, including Annique 
Joney, to talk about how to 
manage fines for not voting. 
“When community members get 

a letter for not voting at the 
election, please respond to this 
letter, don’t ignore them,” he 
said. “If you had a reason for not 
voting, like maybe you were sick, 
or looking after a sick relative, 
these are valid reasons to not 
vote.”
For more info talk to Cr Andrea 
Kyle-Sailor, Rainbow Gateway 
staff or contact Ray Sambo 
directly on (07) 3834 3450. 



Operating Hours for Palm Island Council are Monday–Friday 8am – 5pm
If you have any questions please contact Reception on 4770 1177 or 4770 0200
Palm Island Aboriginal Shire Council has 5,200 ‘followers’ on Facebook!!!
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THE NEXT Palm Island Voice Palm Island Voice DEADLINE*  
(Issue 374*) will be Thursday 20 April 

for publication on Monday 24 April.

Request for Tender
PIASC are calling for Expressions of 
Tender for the Lease of the Palm Island 
Bistro. 
Please call into the office for a Tender 
Document. 
Please forward to your relevant contacts 
who may be interested in applying. 
Reception number: 4770 0200. 


